Introduction (Standard Level)






DUE: October 17th 
The introduction provides the background and justification for the research study. At SL, this sections includes the study that is being replicated and the aim of the study at hand. At HL, the introduction is longer and includes a more thorough review of literature related to the study. Candidates should use this section to justify the prediction that they are making in their research hypothesis. This section should move from broad concepts to more specific studies that are directly related to the current study. Be sure to define all important terminology in this section as relevant to your study.
This section should end in a clearly defined research question/aim.

The introduction should follow the order below:
· A general introduction to the psychological subject area under investigation. Include an indication of the perspective that is being discussed. 
· A summary of the key theories and research studies. This must include proper reference, for example, Zajonc (1965). Candidates at SL must cite one reference. SL, you are simply to summarize the aim, procedure, and findings of the study that you are replicating. 
· A rationale and justification for the study. 

· The aim 

Aim 

The aim of the study is a statement about what is being investigated and what is expected. It is less precise than an operationalized research hypothesis, for example: The aim of this study is to investigate how the use of category headings affects the number of words that bilingual students at the International School in Prague can recall.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE: Received a score of 2 out of 2
Introduction 
There is evidence that individuals do work better and more efficiently in group settings than when they are alone. The mere presence of other people may enhance performance, even when those people are not working together on the task. 

One of the first experiments on this theory, was conducted by Norman Triplett (1898), when he once discovered that cyclists attain higher speeds when they are being paced or racing in competition with other cyclists than when racing alone. Triplett believed that the presence of another rider was a stimulus to the racer in arousing the competitive instinct, and thereby releasing or freeing nervous energy, that he cannot do for himself 

In order to test these effects, Triplett designed a laboratory experiment where he used two fishing reels arranged side by side, where the participant’s task was simply to reel string as fast as possible. Forty children were tested under two performance conditions, working alone or working in competitive pairs. About half of the participants in the experiment performed better, where they reeled faster, when they were in group situation than when they were alone. Of the other half, some performed the same in both settings, while others actually performed worse when they were paired with others.

Social facilitation refers to the finding that individuals perform better in the presence of others than when working alone, but as a contrast other studies found evidence of social inhibition, which actually is the case in this experiment. Social inhibition is one of the social facilitation effect, where the performers do worse in the presence of others. In some other cases participants did better when performing in the company of others under some conditions, but did worse under other conditions.

Aim: To see if the mere presence of other people will enhance the participants’ performance, measured in how fast they will solve respective puzzle under the two conditions.
